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oi the house. They found themselves in a wide hall,
with a staircase leading to a gallery above, and rooms
leading off it. These they inspected in turn, Mrs. Waller
drawing the curtains and revealing the furniture covered
with dust-sheets. And at length they came to a locked
door.
" That leads into the wing that Sir Alured had built
when he came here, sir/' Mrs. Waller explained.
" There's a garage there, where Sir Alured keeps the car,
and a workshop. And there's a room that he calls his
abbortory, or some name like that, sir. It's where he
does his experiments, so her ladyship told me. I can't
show you in there, sir, for Sir Alured has got the key.
It's the only thing he left locked when he went away,
sir. He told me it was because there were poisons and
tlangerous things like that in the abbortory, and it
wouldn't be safe for anybody to get to them. Excuse
me, sir, but I think I hear somebody knocking at the
back door."
She bustled off, and Dr. Priestley followed her more
leisurely. He was, in time to overhear her conversa-
tion with her visitor. A man's voice first. " Good-
afternoon. Mrs. Waller, I thought I'd catch you here
about this time. I've come to read the electric meter,
Bit late, I know, but with the weather we've had I
didn't fancy riding out here before. No harm done,
though. There can't have been much current used,
since Sir Alured has been away all the quarter/'
" There's been none used, bar a light in the kitchen
of a dark afternoon/' Mrs. Waller replied. " And
maybe I've turned one on in the passages now and
then, just to see my way about, like. But I'm main
careful of the light. 'Tis too expensive to go wasting of
it. You know where the meter is. In the cupboard
under the back stairs."
Dr, Priestley had noticed, as he approached the house,